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Introduction

Liquid Waste Disposal and Treatment Regulation 20.7.3.904 requires NMED to develop a
certification program for the following activities by July 1, 2007:

Site evaluator;

System designer;

Installer 1 and Installer 2;

Wastewater reuse irrigator;

Inspector;

Maintenance service provider or septage pumper;

NMED Liquid Waste Specialist; and

Homeowner installation.

Section 904.D.1 provides that certifications can be valid for up to three years, that certification
renewals require at least 8 hours of continuing education units per year, and that NMED shall
establish fees for the initial application and renewal of certifications.

Program Structure

Certification Requirements

Specific requirements for certification are proposed in Table 1. Some of the certification levels
specified in the regulations have been either combined or split into separate categories, and the
need for an effluent sampler certification has emerged.

Certification Tracking

The NMED Liquid Waste program already tracks CID licensed installers, 3™ party inspectors, and
product manufacturer training programs. Discussions are underway within NMED as to what the
most appropriate mechanism would be for tracking the entire liquid waste certification program.

Curricula Approval Process

Regulation 20.7.3.904 NMAC creates an Education Steering Committee charged with making
recommendations to the NMED Secretary on sponsors, courses and instructors for training
programs. The Education Steering Committee is currently identifying suitable curricula that will
be recommended for approval by the NMED Secretary as credit towards one or more certification
levels. Existing curricula have already been established by national organizations, by other states,
and by the Santa Fe Community College. It is hoped that additional curricula within New Mexico
will become available as the requirement for training and certification becomes effective. Table 2
lists specific curricula, and the hours of educational credit towards certification levels. The
Homeowner Installation Training Manual and exam have been finalized and distributed to NMED
Field Offices for implementation.



NMED will submit materials for a 20.7.3 training class for review by the Education Steering
Committee. This four hour class, would be taught by NMED Liquid Waste Program core technical
staff at Field and District Offices, would include the following curricula:

Real Poop on Septic Systems (short version), 1 hour credit
Regulation Overview, 3 hour credit

NMED has developed the following curricula for in-house training:

The Real Poop on Septic Systems (technical version)
Wastewater Treatment Basics
Program History

Regulation Overview

Permitting Process

Site evaluation

Soils

Variances

Guidance and Policy

Drainfields

Advanced Wastewater Treatment
Wetlands and ET systems

Gray water rules and systems
Cluster systems

Liquid waste database

EGIS

GPS

Effluent sampling

HACH kits

Basic hydrology and geochemistry
Meth labs
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